
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Meet Notable Local Authors, Enjoy Local Beverages, and Celebrate Rural Culture at Rassawek 
Vineyard’s Family-Friendly Annual Spring Jubilee 

Saturday, June 2, 10-6 PM  and Sunday, June 3 11-5 PM, rain or shine. At Rassawek Vineyard, 6276 
River Road West, Columbia, VA 23038, in western Goochland County.  

Tickets are $15 for general admission, $30 for additional wine tasting. Children under 12 are free. 10% 
discount for active military with current ID. Purple Heart recipients admitted free. More information 
available at www.rassawek.com. 

Rassawek’s annual Spring Jubilee has always offered the opportunity for guests enjoy a family-friendly 
day in a beautiful country setting. This year, the Goochland vineyard is gearing up for an extra-special 
lineup of local delights. A new partnership with the Center for Rural Culture is expanding the offerings 
for the Jubilee, which takes place this year on June 2nd and 3rd. “This is a natural partnership for us,” 
explains Catherine Fleischman, President of the Board for the Center for Rural Culture. “Rassawek and 
the Liesfeld family have always had a passion for sharing the best of rural culture, so we’re excited about 
working with them. We’re bringing some of our vendors and a few notable authors to complement all of 
the wonderful elements that have always been part of the Spring Jubilee.”   

Numerous regional wineries will be on hand to offer tastings, as will some of the area’s best craft 
breweries and even a craft distillery or two. Food will be available, local musicians will entertain the 
crowd, and there will be plenty of artisans and artists showing, demonstrating, and selling their work. One 
new addition will be a group of readings and book signings by some notable regional authors, lined up by 
The Center for Rural Culture. 

Leni Sorensen will offer three readings during the Spring Jubilee (11 AM on Saturday morning, 3 PM on 
Saturday afternoon, and at noon on Sunday). Sorensen was recently named the Virginia representative in 
USA Today’s “50 States: 50 Female Chefs” feature (5 March 2018). Sorensen’s knowledge and 
experience in Virginia foodways runs deep. She served for 6 years as the African American Research 
Historian at Monticello, specializing in helping uncover the myriad culinary accomplishments of the 
enslaved people who grew and cooked the food at Jefferson’s famous home. Born in California, this 
mother of four and grandmother of six was a member of the 1960’s folk music recording group the 
Womenfolk. She has farmed in North Dakota, catered for movie crews, and run a tamale business. 
Sorensen worked for over thirty years as a university lecturer, museum consultant, hands-on presenter, 
and researcher, focusing on African-American slavery, American agriculture, and women’s work in 
colonial and post-colonial America. Her latest book, A Garden of Recipes from the Virginia Housewife, 
contains Sorenson’s own historical and gardening annotations, made while she was cooking her way 
through selected vegetable recipes from Mary Randolph’s 1824 cookbook, The Virginia Housewife.  
Sorensen now teaches home provisioning and rural life skills from her home in Western Albermarle 
County, Indigo House (www.indigohouse.us). “I look forward to talking Virginia food history with 
Rassawek visitors,” Sorenson says. “I’ll bring an assortment of historical recipe books to jump-start the 
conversation, and I’ll have my own books for sale as well. I promise to keep the programs lively, 
entertaining, and informative!”   

Two additional local authors will appear at the Spring Jubilee: Roy Robbins and Maria Baber. Both live 
in Cumberland County, just across the river from Rassawek. Robbins, who is currently at work on a 
novel, also writes poems and plays. He has had a one act play produced in Providence, RI, and another of 
his works was selected as a prize winner and given a staged reading at the Warehouse Theatre near 
London as part of an international festival.  He has lived in Bolivia and also in New York City, where he 
studied acting at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. His award-winning poems have been 



published in several journals. In 2015, he published his latest collection of poems, Poster Art Nights, and 
his short story “NORTH” was published in Main Street Rag. Robbins will be reading from his works on 
Saturday at noon. Maria Baber was born and and continues to live in rural Cumberland County, though 
her travels have taken her to France, England, Italy, and Canada, as well as many of United States. A 
retired teacher,  Baber now enjoys designing and redesigning her gardens, working in the soil, identifying 
birds and sipping a good cup of coffee on the patio in the early morning. She will read from her 
nonfiction book Unlikely Parallels, which she wrote with co-author Elaine Cowles. Her appearances are 
schedule for Saturday at 1:00pm. 

Along with lining up interesting writers for the Spring Jubilee, The CRC is organizing a group of local-
food-related exhibits and demonstrations that will showcase the creativity and artisanship of its members. 
There will be food tastings and demonstrations, and there will also be locally-produced foods and restored 
vintage cast iron for sale. For more information, visit Rassawek’s Spring Jubilee page: 
http://rassawek.com/rassawek-spring-jubilee/general-info/# .  

Rassawek’s Spring Jubilee is a non-profit event. It is an opportunity to collaborate with the Greater 
Goochland community and beyond, sharing a passion for keeping trade skills alive by onsite build 
demonstrations and for educating the public through demonstrations by local artists, craftsmen, 
musicians, and chefs. Rassawek’s Spring Jubilee supports local programs by celebrating the local, the 
handmade, and the homegrown. We spotlight those with a passion for craftsmanship and creativity, who 
strengthen communities, create pride of place and heritage, and foster a vibrant culture where we all 
work, live, and play. 

The Center for Rural Culture is dedicated to preserving the rural fabric of our communities.  The Center 
for Rural Culture  seeks to support local economies and agriculture, to protect rural landscapes and 
traditions, and to conserve natural and historic resources.    

### 

 

Contact Information: 

• Catherine Fleischman, President of the Board, Center for Rural Culture: 804.382.6421, 
stelladog1@aol.com 

• Jenny Liesfeld, Rassawek Vineyard: 804-389-1164, jenny@rassawek.com 
 

 


